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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

Regular Meeting  

Thursday, February 6, 2014 

7:00 PM – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, February 6, 2014.  Chairperson Theresa Albanese called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 Chris Borowy, William Camp, Jeff Crown, Mary Etter & Jim Sullivan 

  

 Alternates: John Strillacci 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

  

 

 Absent: Greg Ali 

   Gerald Bernier, Alternate 

     

 The Chair seated John Strillacci for Greg Ali.  A quorum was 

determined. 

  

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone 

in attendance. 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of December 5, 2013 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.  

Mr. Camp seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 None. 
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6. Inland/Wetland Applications: 

 A. Information:  IW #1225 – Application of Wonk Road 

Partnership, LLC seeking to disturb 7,600 sf of Upland Review Area 

for a stormwater swale associated with a 19-lot subdivision.  Property 

located off of Wonx Spring Road. 

 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, represented the applicant.  

You are familiar with this property.  He gave the history of the 

previous application for a 9 lot industrial subdivision which 

eventually was approved with approximately 3300 sf of direct inland 

wetland impact and associated upland review area impacted areas for 

the construction of the roadway and detention basin/swale, discharge. 

 Planning & zoning did give a favorable approval of that 

application as well.  Both approvals were appealed by the abutting 

property owners to the court system.  That appeal is still pending. 

 During the meetings to try to resolve the matter, this 

application was requested.  After a lot of deliberation by the 

applicant, they decided in order to move forward, we would come before 

the planning & zoning with a zone change request and then back before 

this commission and the planning & zoning commission again with a 

subdivision application modifying our previous application. 

 We have developed a full set of subdivision drawings.  We are 

proposing a 19 lot R-12 residential subdivision.  That’s 12,000 sf per 

lot.  It encompasses the northern portion of the property.  We 

followed the edge of the ELUR line for all of the building lots and 

the proposed road.  All lots are serviced by public water and sewer by 

way of Wonx Spring Road.   

 He explained the stormwater collection system which discharges 

into a detention basin behind Lot 19. 

 We are not proposing any direct wetland impacts as part of this 

application. We have impacts to the upland review area for the 

wetlands and for the vernal pool. 

 The flat grades proposed a difficulty for us in trying to get the 

water from the subdivision into a detention basin to be able to get it 

out into the wetland system.  That’s the reason for the swale being 

very flat proposed for the discharge point. 

 I did provide later today two alternate plans.  Explained the two 

alternate plans. 

 Alternate 1 was explained in detail using the map.   
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 Alternate 2 was explained in detail using the map. 

 We think Alternate 2 is probably the best plan of the three.  It 

avoids the 200’ upland review area of the vernal pool entirely and we 

have a little bit of impact on the 50’ upland review area around the 

wetlands.  He explained the storm drainage system. 

 We feel in general this application is considerably less invasive 

than what we had originally proposed.  You can see the residents are 

not here tonight.  They did speak in favor of our zone change at the 

planning & zoning commission meeting on Tuesday night.  They’re well 

aware of this application. It is part of the agreement that the three 

parties have reached (the Town and the landowners and the 

neighborhood).   

 We hope you see this as a beneficial plan better than what we had 

proposed previously. 

 The zone change was from I-1 industrial to R-12 residential.  The 

19 lots maxes out this location.        

 Discussion. 

 The agreement is for the neighbors to come up with an entity to 

take over the remaining land on the site in the next 18 months. (Land 

Trust or homeowners’ association)    

 The roadway would be owned by the town and then there is a lot 

right here where this detention basin is located (indicating) and the 

town would have the rights to maintain the swale but the swale would 

be on the land of a private entity. 

 The detention basin was discussed.   Mr. Giudice said a four bay 

could be added, if desired. 

 The planting plan was noted.   

 It was noted this plan disturbs the least amount of upland review 

area. 

 State agency applications were discussed.  This would be 

submitted to the Army Corp so they could see what is happening with 

this project going forward even though there are no regulatory issues 

related to the Army Corp. 

 The access between Lots 17 & 18 was explained. 

 Restrictions on development in the environmental land use 

restricted area. 
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 Mr. Borowy stated given the potential sensitivity here with the 

environmental, I would like to take the opportunity to consider 

various aspects of this before putting it up for action.   I will move 

we table IW #1225.   Mr. Strillacci seconded.  Motion passed 7 to 0 on 

a roll call vote. 

  

  

 B. Information:  IW #1226/FF#243 – Application of High Ridge 

Industries, LLC, seeking to fill  7,000 sf of wetlands and 1,400 

cubic  yards of floodplain for the expansion of a parking lot. 

 Stephen Giudice represented the application.   The alternative 

plans show slight changes to the original application.  He gave a 

history of the property. 

 This business Jet Tool Cutter came from Plainville.  They 

purchased the property and came before the commission for a site plan 

approval modification from the original application to construct a 

14,000 sf building.   

 Prior to that there was an application to build a different type 

of building and as part of that application we had proposed land in 

this area (indicating) and in the back of the building for floodplain 

creation. We created floodplain for the Quinnipiac River as our ZIRO 

required this. 

 That application was approved and construction started on the 

site.  They did the excavation for the floodplain and then the site 

went dormant.  The owner passed away.  It went on the market and it 

never got constructed.   

 The applicant then purchased the property. We came back with a 

site plan modification proposing the building, some modifications to 

the stormwater quality basin at this location (indicating) and we did 

a site walk at that time.  It was approved by this commission and 

planning & zoning about in 2009-10. 

 The company since that time has been growing and they’ve run into 

a situation where they don’t have enough parking for the people they 

need to hire. 

 We have some alternate plans. One has a little more impact and 

one has less impact and that is the one I think we should concentrate 

on moving forward.  The proposal is to provide access to the rear of 

the property to provide parking spaces in the back and then compensate 
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for our wetland and floodplain impact with additional excavation along 

the property.  It goes far back.  We can compensate for floodplain 

filling and wetland impacts with this proposal.  

 He explained the differences between the alternates.  IA has a 

bigger curvature to the driveway and it has more filling and the 

parking lot is further off the building.    

 Alternate 2 brings the parking lot closer to the building and 

also minimizes the width of the aisle to get into the site.  It 

proposes a wall around the corner of the parking lot to minimize the 

amount of fill required.  That’s probably the most reasonable and 

prudent option. 

 The extensive detailed study of the slope was explained.  It is 

not a flag property.  We have a lot of frontage.  The centerline of 

the brook is our property line. The property goes quite a ways back.  

So we did the match line.  Mr. Giudice said he could provide an 

overview map of the entire parcel.  For the site walk, we’ll have the 

corners of the parking lot staked. 

 Mr. Borowy asked for an inclusion with the next set of documents, 

but would you provide a presentation on what was previously approved 

most recently by the commission.        

 Discussion. 

 Floodplain excavation was discussed.   

 The existing slope was discussed and it is going to be cut back 

and made a 2:1 slope.   

 The wetland impacts were pointed out. 

 This is a 30 space addition but we are losing three with our 

connection with a net of a 27 space increase. 

 Detention and stormwater quality on site were discussed. 

 Ms. Etter made a motion to table IW 1226 and FF #243.  Mr. Borowy 

seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for February 22, 2014 at 9:00 am. 
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 C. Information/Action:  IW #1223/FF #241 – Application of 

David Florian seeking to gain approval for a replacement bridge on 

Burritt Street, May 29, Parcel 68, across from Anne Road. 

 Mr. Crown recused himself and left the dais. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised the applicant is requesting a 65 day 

extension and a table at this time.  He is waiting on the restoration 

plan and report from the soil scientist, Mr. Lord. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to table IW #1223/FF #241 and grant 

the 65 day extension.  Mr. Camp seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote. 

 Mr. Crown was reseated. 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None. 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 - Show Cause Haring- Burritt Street Parcels across from Anne 

Road 

 This continues to be carried on the agenda. 

 

 (Mr. Crown recused himself) 

 The Chair asked to have the Prospect Street farm matter added to 

the Agenda.  Everyone consented on a voice vote. 

 - Prospect Street    

 A letter was sent to Messrs. Florian on December 20
th
 and it was 

just another request for information from the Army Corp of Engineers. 

It was a request to flag the site.  Not just the Connecticut but also 

the federal limits.  They were to response within 30 days. 
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 The Chair noted if they don’t respond to this letter, they are 

going to enforce action.         

 Discussion.   

 Mr. Lavallee said he would follow up on this. 

 (Mr. Crown rejoined the dais.) 

 Certification of the various commissioners were noted. 

 Mr. Borowy gave an update on Crescent Lake.  We got a nice write 

up on the DEEP website and a Press Release crediting us with the great 

strides we’ve been making with Crescent Lake and the forestry program.   

 We haven’t really started that yet or approved the contractor, 

yet.  The last meeting at the open space commission, we had one quote. 

I think we have one more for a total of two.  We’ll look at approving 

and conditioning what they’re going to do based on the tree stands. 

 We may pursue select timber harvest avenue.  We may be able to 

bring some revenue back to the site for maintenance. The other is the 

invasive species removal.  Almost all profits would go towards that, 

Mr. Lavallee noted.         

 Discussion. 

 They will have some review for the crossings, standard stuff.  

They’re used to it. 

 We’ll probably select a harvester within a month for the spring.  

We’ll look at the draft management plan.  It is selective harvest and 

not clear cut.          

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Lavallee will report and excerpt of the report.  

  

  

9. Adjournment   

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Sullivan seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 o’clock, p.m.)  


